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�  FHA Shows Its 
Commitment to Renewed 
Mortgage Monitoring 

�  Twenty-Four Indicted in 
Mortgage Fraud Scheme  

�  Nightmare Appraisal on 
Elm Street…Tales from the 
Crutch 

� � Society Implements New 
Program Evaluation Form 

� � From the Desk of…Walter 
D. Messina 

�� Your Local Merchants 

�� Your Local Merchants 

�� Your Local Merchants 

	� Membership Application 
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Monday, May 18, 2009  
Matrimonial Appraisals:  New 
Avenues in a Shrinking Market 
3-Hour C.E. Seminar 
Koenig’s Restaurant 
Floral Park, NY 
3:30 - 6:30 PM 
 
Friday, June 5, 2009 
2008-09 7-Hour National USPAP 
Update Course 
7-Hour C.E. Seminar  
Koenig’s Restaurant 
Floral Park, NY 
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
 
Friday, June 19, 2009 
2008-09 7-Hour National 
USPAP Update Course 
7-Hour C.E. Seminar 
Staten Island Board of Realtor 
Staten Island, NY 
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 
Monday, June 22, 2009 
Board of Governors Meeting 
Davenport Restaurant 
Mineola, NY  
6:00 PM 
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Executive Secretary 

Linda J. Fusco 
 

Class Coordinator 
Robert R. Coltun 
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While continuing education is a state requirement, nonetheless I understand that it 
is first and foremost an investment of your time.   As an appraiser, I understand that 
there is never enough time for everything; therefore, as program chairman it is my 
goal to make each and every program a worthwhile investment of your time and 
money.   
 
To that end, we have introduced a new “Speaker and Program Evaluation Form,” 
which we will ask each attendee to complete at the end of each seminar.  Be 
assured that I will read each and every one of these forms and do an extensive 
evaluation of the scores and comments.  The goal of this form is to identify good 
presenters and to eliminate bad presenters.  Also, on each form we ask for 
suggestions as to future topics and speakers.  All suggestions are taking seriously.   

See New Program Evaluation Form on Page 4 
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Our goal this year is to present topics that are 
timely, interesting, and useful in your appraisal 
practice.  In keeping with this theme, our May 
seminar is targeting an area many appraisers 
tend to stay away from because of their fear of 
testifying.   
 
I have chosen matrimonial appraisals, because 
they are a relatively easy extension of the work 
most residential appraisers do, yet it is not as 
time or fee driven as bank work.  In fact, 
matrimonial appraisals are one of the easier 
ways to diversify your practice, improve your 
income and create alternatives to bank 
appraisals.  Lewis Edelstein, a top attorney 
specializing in family law, will be teaching the 
seminar.  I can assure you, having known 
Lewis for about twenty years, that he is a funny 
guy.  You will definitely enjoy this seminar if 
you attend. 
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Phone:  (631) 736-3000 

www.Cookiesandbytes.com 
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There may be evidence that the banking sector is improving.  
According to an Associated Press article published April 20, 
2009, Bank of America Corp. posted strong first quarter results 
for 2009.  High revenue from the purchase of Merrill Lynch & 
Co. is considered a key factor in the surge.  Analysts were 
blindsided by the news 

The Charlotte, NC-based company earned $2.81 billion after 
paying preferred dividends.  During the quarter, revenue more 
than doubled to $35.76 billion, mainly from the addition of 
Merrill.  Analysts expected revenue of $27.13 billion. 

Bank of America’s better-than-expected profit is the latest in a 
string of bank earnings that have beat expectations, including 
JPMorgan Chase and Citigroup.  Bank of America has received 
$45 billion in government funds as part of the Treasury 
Department’s $700 billion TARP program.   
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Here are some tips that everyone can use to help 
keep the planet “GREEN.” 
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Columbia Society of Real Estate Appraisers Inc 	
PO Box 2242, Holtsville, NY 11742 �� Phone: (631)732-6200 �� Fax: (631)918-6200�
New Member and Advancement Application  
1.  For New Member:   Check One   ��� �   AFFILIATE     ��� �   CANDIDATE   
        Or  
     For Advancement:  Check One   ��� �   SENIOR RESIDENTIAL     ��� �  SENIOR  GENERAL   
2.  Personal Information/Business Listing   
     Referred by____________________________________________________________ 

 
     Name________________________________________________________________ 
  
     Home Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     City ___________________________________County_____________State_______Zip____________ 
  
     Email__________________________________________Home Phone__________________________ 
  
     Business Affiliation____________________________________________________________________ 
     
     Business Address_____________________________________________________________________ 
   
     City___________________________________County______________State_______Zip____________ 
  
      Business Phone______________________________Business Fax_____________________________ 
  Please check where you would like mail sent:  �   Home          �   Business  
3.  Organizations  Other professional appraisal organization(s) that you belong to 

ORGANIZATION     MEMBER SINCE  DESIGNATION, IF ANY 
 

 
Have you ever been declined membership in a similar professional organization, or such membership 
been suspended or revoked? �   Yes          �   No If “Yes” give full details on a separate 
sheet.  

4.  Current New York State Real Estate Appraiser Li cense/Certification Check Applicable Box: 
�   Licensed Residential     �   Certified Residential     �   Certified General     �   Appraiser Assistant 
 
License/Certification Number      Expiration Date  

5.  Education  Check Highest Level Completed  
�  High School          �  College - Undergraduate Degree          �  College - Graduate Degree 
 

 Name and Location of School______________________________________________________ 
 

 Years Attended    Degree(s) Obtained  
6.  References Include names of 3 business/professional references.  This is for NEW MEMBER only.  For 
ADVANCEMENT, supply resume, copy of NYS certification, and five (5) work samples. 
 
Name ____________________________________Address __________________________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________ Fax ___________________ Email Address _____________________________ 
 
Name ____________________________________ Address _________________________________________  
 
Phone_____________________ Fax __________________ Email Address ______________________________ 
 
Name____________________________________ Address __________________________________________ 
 
Phone                                           Fax                       Email Address  
 I attest that there are no licenses or permits issued to me or to a company in which I am or were a principal in this State or elsewhere that 
have ever been revoked, suspended, or denied.  I attest that I have never been convicted in this State or elsewhere of any criminal offense that is a 
misdemeanor or felony, and that there are no criminal charges pending against me in this State or elsewhere.   I attest that I have never been the 
subject of any disciplinary action by another professional appraisal organization or an appraisal board in this State or elsewhere.     
 �   Yes �   No If no, attach written explanation on separate sheet. 
 I hereby certify that the statements contained herein are correct, and if approved for membership, I agree to abide by the Bylaws of the 
Society, its Code of Ethics, and the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice.  I agree to supply such additional information as may be 
required for the processing of this application.  I understand that I have the right to cancel my membership at any time by notifying the Society in 
writing.  Membership fees, including application fees,  are non-refundable.  This membership entitles me to member discounts at all Columbia Society 
continuing education seminars.  

Signature__________________________________________ _____________Date________________ 

Dues Schedule  
New Member      
Candidate  $100.00  
Affiliate      $ 100.00 
Advancemen t 
Senior Residential  $25.00 
Senior General       $25.00 
 
Attach Check Payable to 
Columbia Society �


